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If we confeſſe onr ſinnes, hee 3s f7 _ ful and juſt 
{#0 forgive us our ſinnes, and to cleanſe ns from all un- 
righyconſmeſe. | 


oy 
F i 


Ip: D 1K finne in ſaying ſo: for we give Godthe 
11 17 0 | 4:04  lye, ver.10, who by his Prophet hath 


YoU- - 


ſaid , there is none. het doth good, and. 
| finnerh not, and by his Apoſtle, #h? 
in meny things we offend all: and we make our (elves 
lyars',' 2er-8. if wee ſay that wee have no finne, 
there is no truth in + who cam ſey I have made my 
heart cleawe, I am pure from my we rag ane 2 If an nt | 
|Phatiſce doth, he deceiveshimſelfe, ſaith _ Tohs. 
Nam ſi nou dixeris Dio quod er, damnat inte Deus 
quod inveeiet, if we deny thoſe finnes we have,God 
that ſees them will condemne us for them. A vain- 
glorious Phariſee his God I thanke thee I at: #08 as | 
| 9t her oven are, extortioners, u#juſt, adntterers, &e. 
will not juftifie ns before God . The poore Publi- 
canes humble confeſſion , with a God be merciful 
| 3 | ENT 
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F 'C 22-0 F we lay that we have no ſine, wee | 
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ew From al unrighteouſneſſe. 


"I | ceſſth laters,withour confeſſion theres noxemiſipn: if 


>; 


'| Prov. 28, 13. 


| Levit, $:5o 


:\fome 4  ſmner,, js the onely way to pardon and for-. ; 


of confeſſion, firſt, Condorabit, Dias, if we confeſſe | 
L-] 
2A, | Prrgabit ab omni zniquitate, if we confeſſe our ſins,. 

| God will purge usfrom all iniquity, he will forgive: 


| as our ſinnes 20% imputazdopengm,by reg the; 


"op, 


1 lam infundendo 


L- } 


2 -| becauſe he1s Fairhfull, 2; quia juſtus, Our bleſſed Sa- 
_ |viour by his death- and ſufferings hath made afull 


| Firſt, of the firſt part, the neceſſzty Uk Confeſſion; if 
we confeſſe,God will forgive, not otherwiſe, Gon- 


Wd .. fall 


nan nn genomes 
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+| giveneſle : for ;f wee-confeſſe onr-ſtunes, heis faith-: 
i ſull and juſt to forgive us our ft _w_ and fo eleah ſe us: 


In which words we have, Firſt, C onft a zonjs Ne- 


| we conifeſſe our firines Gotl will forgive them , nor 
| otherwiſe. Secondly, Confe(ſzonis FruTng, the fruits 


our finnes,God will forgive us ourſinnes: Se condly,! 


puniſhment due to them, and then purgabit 
he wil purge us [Hs all ini- 
qutty by the infuſion of his grace; and that, 1. Qua 
fidels, becauſe he is faithfull, he hath promiſed 7hat | 
| who ſo confeſſeth his ſinnes, and forſaketh them, ſhall 
| bavew:rcy: (otharif we confeſſe our ſins, bis mercy 
| will forgive'them , will purge usfrom all iniquity,. 


{ fatisfa&tion for all our ſinnes, he hath paid an infinite: 
price. for a pardon for all thoſe that will confeſſe | 
| their ſins:ſo then if we confeſſe our ſins, he will for- 
give them,becauſe he is juſt. 


| feſſion was alwayes the way to Abſolutjon, and ne- 
ver was pardon promiſed, bur upon theſe termes,if 
we confeſſe. Thus it ranne in the Law; And it ſhall bee 
| when he ſhall be willy 7 any of theſe things, that hee 
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the power of eAbſolution. | 2 


| ſhall confeſſe that he hath ſinned in that thing:and the | 
Prieſt ſhall make an atonement for him concerning his 
| /zze. Thus here itn the Goſpell; if we confeſſe our : 
| ſinnes,God will forgive them. T his ſ# corfiteamer im- F 


nd 


PPC 


{plyes a2 viff confiteamur, if we conſeſſe our ſins 
God will forgive chem, implyes thar unlefſe wee * 
|confefſe, God will not forgive. Conditionall pro- 
| miſes B1md not to performance, till the condition j 
| be fulfilled : and ſuch a promiſe is this pardon here 
promiſed with an if, 1f wee confeſſe : of neceſfity| | 
{therefore we'muſt confefſe,it ever we defire to.ob- | 
| raine the pardon promiſed. Dum tacri inveterantiny 
offa mea, (aith the Plalmilt, tacuit:confe[ſzonem , non | pſum.za. 3. 
| Facuzt miſeriam, He concealed nor his mifery, that | —— 
|he complained of all rhe day long, andbirterly roo, 
1 his complaint was roaring; throngh my roaring all the 
{ day longeyer all this while he felr no caſe, for day and 
| 2ight thy hand was heavy upon-me.andmy moifture is 
| [ke the drought in Summer:quia tacuit con [ejpercer, 
[becauſe he concealed his ſins: AtTaſthe rTeiolves to 
| confelle, Dix3,confitebor;%& preſently came a pardon: 
| T ſaid Twill confeſſe my ſins unto the Lord,ve.s. and ſo 
[thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my ſinne : 107 D718 ut ille 
|damnetetn damna:;vimutilleignoſcatitn agnoſce,if we 
would have God forgive us, we muſt condemne our 
ſelves;if we would have him pardon,we muſt con- 
feſſe:& good reaſon for ir; ſhould we ſin, and have a 
[pardon withour confeſting , it could nor ſtand with 
the wiſedome of God, for ſo he ſhould have loſt| 
the honour of his mercy; had he nor required of us! 
confeſſuon:m peccetornm, he had never had confeſſas-| 
2m gratiarum ;-God therefore, that hee might be 
| Az --.._ (ore 
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| | 4 | Confeſtionof fines, and 
s | ſarero have at chelcaſt che thinne reward of thanks | 
for his mercy, requifes char we ſhould make known 


| out miſery, before he would ſhew us his mercy; 
that we ſhould confeſſe our ſinnes, before he would | 


VY forgive us our iniquirtes. Nor will every confeſſion | 
/N\ ſerverhe tarae; Not Phoraob's teal Con» 
_ | feſhon, whoin a fit of melanctioly, (ayes, 7 have ſeu- | 


ned; but afſoohe as the hand of God was remooved, 
is reſolved toſinne yet more:Nor $2x/s flight cons | 
| 1 Sam, 15, 30, | feſſio1, onely leſt Samet ſhould diſhonour him be- 
fore the people. Like fome in Saint Tdrgu(tines 

time, who confident enongh of their owne inno. | 
E-- | cency, would yer with'their neighbours for com. 


T5 i pany ſay, forgive ns onr rreſpaſſes. Scio quia juſtus | 


ſum, fed quid diGurns. ſuis ante khomines? Fox their | 
righreouſnesthey wereof the Phariſees mind,'twas | 
exa& enough, rhey need not cry God mercy; yer | 
becauſe other Publicanes ſay their prayers, they 
are content to fay'with 'them , God bee mercifu}l 
| unto us ſinners, to avoide the cenſure of pride and | 
| arrogance. LOL | 
| Others againe worſe than'theſe, are free enough 
to confeſſe theirſinnes, bur irs with pride and glo-/| 
rying. Stxlti queſt per Iuſum oper antar iniquitatems, | 
( they make a ſport of committing 'ſianes, and then 


| make a jeſt of confeſſing. rhem. This confeſſion is 

- | worſe than their ocherfinnes: for cirher they rhink 

3 there is no God to regard, which is Hat Atheilme: 

Pſalm,50, | Or which is worſe, with thetn in rhe Pſe/ze,thart he 
' is fall as bad as themſelves, one that delighrs as | 

| muchroheare their impicties , as they joy either | 

[ ; in ating or confeſſiagthem:nbſuch eonfeſhon muſt | 
| OO S-Þ wee 
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| wee e make, if wee hope for pardpn. Bur our con | 
felon mult be betrer conditioned. 1. lemuſt bee | 
| humilis accuſans nos ipfor. Wee mult accufe our 
ſelves, not laying the blame on others. 2. Itmuſt 
| bee 25 O-cum dolore, withgriefe and ſorrow | 
- | forthem. 3. Integra &p: perfefte,wee wuſt confeſle | . 
| all our finnes wee know. nor willingly concealing | 
any. 4. Cum propoſino obediend), with a 2 purpoſe of | 
obedience for the eime ro come. - . j 
Firſt ourconfeſſion muſt bee'bum3/;s th accuſans | 
novipſr, acknowledging nor the. fa& onely,bur the | 
| gulle;; conleſling not onely the ſinne, bur confeſſing | 
| it ro bee our owne. If mee confefſe our ſinves fairh 
the Text. 1. Noſtre pecoota,von nature, our finnes, 
| nor'lay iaplag the blame on Nature; 4+ nofira peccate, 
1209 not with Pi ns 32 oft to the Di- | 
vell, 3.n0ſirs peecata,nom Dehour 12NES,BOT maki 
God the Aa bel 
We muftconfefſe our finnes, vom. xobure,not hy | 
ing the hlame on nature. Fhere were ſome in Saipr 
e+xgſdine,cthar when they were convinced of their 
finnes,anſwer'd thus for themſelves,vormirum | de- 
B17 ſum fornication}, quia talis -creatue fie nature | 
& frocilatis ; no great matter ift have commitred 
adultery,my naturallineHnarionrempred merojuſts þ 
and po-wonder H 1 commir munther,my cholericke | 
difpoſition ferceth, mec ro. wrath. Feminarnw ox | 
60; 4s Saint rom (aich in an other cafe, it ia was | 
manith excuſe, and a cloake for our flock, to fay,b 
could'not refiſt, che temptation was ſo firong; for| 
| wee-mipht refit ﬀ&, # remembring our vow in 
riſes G, wee woaldfight wn againſt ir; and ic 6, 
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not wanr of ſtrength, but wanr 'of will that makes 
us ſocaſily vanquiſhed. Marichews eſt qui dicit he- 
| einem peccatam oitare 102 poſſe ,ir was the errour | 
of the: Marichees to ſay that man conld nor avoyd 
| ſinne. Nos wero didicimus, faith Saint | Teroms, bur | 
wee have learned from. the conſtant, doctrine of | 
the Catholick Church , kominem ſemper &» peccas | 
re, &». nom peccare poſſe, that arall rrmes man may | 
ſinne, ornor ſinne if hee will. Thoſe naturall lufts | 
and paſſhons: which. are unavoidable, and thoſe | 
ſuddaine motions which cannot bee prevented ;are | 
not imputed tous, God doth not charge us with | 
them : ſo ſairh Saint Chryſoſtome in, opere Imperfe@o, | 
upon: thoſe words, Ifa man lookes upon a woman | 
roluſt after: her,hee: hath commirred adultery-ijn | 
his heart : No# ſt quis concupiverit ſecundum intwi-:\ 
\ tabile deſiderium carnis, ſed ſiquis concupiverit ſe- | 
; | cundum voluntetem anime, &* conſenſum, ſtatuens | 
DO aopfers quod cupit, ille ddulter eſt. Theſe naturall 
luſts are no ſinnes, if wee check and ſtopp them 
before they exceed the bounds of reaſon:then and | 
© To vit, in not untill then are they * counted finnes, when we | 
| Gate We rea freely cheriſh rhaſe-.defires, and reſolye to bring | 
ding to the | them into a&. Anidtherefore when wee ſinne, wee 


rule of the | -nnot juitl accuſe our naturall- it at] at | 
Goſpells : 
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| Our. Wills 2 our naturall inclinations may incline-| 
| # Rom 7.29320. us. to-finne, but SE DES Ore wilkngly COn- | 
ſentiog. Andther Ore if wee wlll [peaketruly,we 
| muſt confeſſe our ſinnes , accuſing our ſelves, not | 
our naturall inclination : that farfſt. Secondly wee | 
muſt confeſſe our ſinnes , acknowledging: them 
\ our ©Wne, not putting them upen the Dewill : the. | 
| TO Oe Devill | 
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ARS es 
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Devillmay tempr as, hee carnor force nsco finne ; 
[ if hee could, wee mmighe juſtly plead, they were 
| 2one of ours, bur His : bur if the Devill had ſach | 
| power, Saint Tawes would never have ſaid, Refi? 
| the Devil, and be will flee from you : tempe us hee: | 
| may by propounding outward pleaſant objets ro 

the ſenſes, and. thar: ; or, Againe he 
| cempts by inſtilling ſecret laggetizons, and that is 
called zentot io intervor: ſedin poteſtate howinis eft 
tentant; nop conſentire, man. hucth power by the | 
| grace of God to reſiſt thoſe remprarions, and iris : 
| our conſeat that givech {inne the birth, The ſine 
therefore.is not properly the Devils, who only 
 tempts to.ir, but ours who freely-conſent andcome. 
mit it ;he is ſameway puiley ofthe finne,becaulc he | 
[is a temprer, and cliercfore had his curſe for * 


Gene, 3. burto ſpeake. properly- wee are: the ſ1a-} 
| ncrs that commit the'finne- and therefore the De- |\* 
vills curſe freed not Eve of hers, +. 16. Nor muſt 
wee thinkto excule our ſelves by ſaying, The De- 
vill did tempt mee, and 1 did cet, but fince the. 
finne is ours, wee muſt in humilicy confeſſeir; 
\ confite amur peccata voſiraguwen Dieboli;tt we confefte | 
| our {innes, nor ſhifting them off ro the Devill:thar | 
, }isthe ſecond. Thirdly We muſtconfeſſe onrſins nor 
| making God the. Author, {onfiteber\adverſus we. 
iniquitates meas Domino , Pſdl: 52, 1 will confeſſe | - 
| rap. ſinnes unts the Lord, but a2} my ſclfe, not a- | 
 g0inft him. Saint 4uguſiive uponthisplace complai-- 
| aeth of ſome in his time, that wonld confeſle their 
| ſinnes, bur -againſt, God, nor agaialt ; themſelves : 
when they were told of their faults they. would re- | 


<th, . —_— ——_—__w_u_ ” $a. 4 
6 . _ : ——_— 
— _—y l G_ Sw 


—_ 


a A414 A 
a — 


Eccleſ. 2s 
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Confeſsion of fnnes , and a 1 


ply,Dexs hoc voluit quid ego feci? God would have ir] 
ſo, and how conld I help it ? withonr his grace: 
wee cannof avoyd finne , and therefore if hee will 


| ſome amongſt us of this minde; 'who though they | 
| e&faytull as miichrburletthegy heare whar Saint 
Augnſtine {ayes;' Ticet'nil conſequi poſſts fine miſeri- | 


| finneswithourthie/grace of God, yet weemighr, if 
| we wonld have that grace which would enable us to 
hath nor this-grace'of God, thewant'is not in God 
hi who wilfully. refaſe it , and pur ic from us. 
| 


| forewhen we ſinne; the'finne is ours, who fer hat; 
| ofzcewhich followett us, and never leaves us bur | 


not. preſerve us by his grace, wee that'can doe no- 
rching wichour it, what offence doe wee commir, 
wherein'are weeto blame? I wiſhthere were not 


cordia illa quam repellis., potes tamen hibere tenere 
gratiam , qu4 retinentda potts evitare culpam; al- 


though''wee cannot. bf. otig” felves ayoyd thoſe 


avoid them. Noz 3deo non habet homo gratiats, quia 
Deus nou dat ;ſed quia-homo non aceipit : andif man 


who freely offers , and invites us'*to*it,* but in our 


Idcirco culpa noftra eſt, quia fugimns gratiamghere- 


with priefe: Quotzes vol; &» noluiſtis ay not thou 
therefore , hee hath cauſed mee to erre'; for heel 
hath no*need of the 


4 


of his owne Infts : then when luſt hath conceived, ir 
| brinos' forth ſinne.. Since chen' our luſt *conceives 
| the ſinne, we muſtaceds owne it, and'confeſſe, 7f 


Cp 
« 


Por gs man :-and let no man | 
z'of. God:, for God cannot beef 
tempted to evill, nexther tempts hee any may ; bit 
every man is tempted , when hee is drawne away|\ 
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| accuſing our ſelves;nort making God the author:and 
{thatisrhe third. The ſecond condition of our con- 
_ ]feſfion is , ir muſt be penitens 9 cur dolore. It is 
. [not enough'to ſay, 


| telleth us of ſome in his time; rhar did ſulcare fron; ? 


| Weeping and teares were then in faſhion. Sozomer 


| much; if our etes cannor with 16b- poure forth tears,} 


Ls 


———. 


fad ts M9. Lad hefnd _— 


wee copfeſſe truly that the finne is ours,not Gods, | 


ave tinned , but with Sainr | 
Peter wee muſt goe out and weepe. The Saints of | 


ro make a bath for our Savioars feet; & S. Ambroſe 
lackrymis.that furrowed their facewith their teares. 


tells. us in/his 7. booke and-16. chapt. that the pee- 
nitents then did cam? planGn & lamentatione ſeret- 
ipſos it ferr pronos projicere,thar rhey lay proftrate 
upon the ground'weeping & ſighing,as unworthy to 
np:bar this publick ;Z043A&yyos1s Our of faſhio now, 

and 'twere vaine for me to 'perſwade to it: but 7ob's 
rears, David's rivers of water, Mary Magaalen's wee- 

ping are good patterns for us now. Or ifthat be too | 


nor with David guſh ourrivers of water, Nonze ſtl- 
Labit oculus zoſter fhall not our eye afford 'one drop, 
or twaine?there is no {in ſo ſmall but would ferch a 


the power of eAbſolution, \ 


look up to heaven.cill the Biſhop came & raiſed the |. 


ſigh from our heart, anda teare from our eye:f we | 
wel confadered whom it offended:ir greives rhe ho- 


ly Spirit, and ſhall not wee greive for greiving him? 


\ 


it made our bleſſe&Saviour ſigh, :and ſwear, and 


| bleed, and die, and ſhall nor weſgeh for it, which! 


made him die ? it greives our heave) 
B 2 
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ly father,hee | 


pn 


God they did o, Tobs eyes ponred out teares to God, Tob16.20, 
| Davids ejes guſhed out afloud of waters, which made 
| his bed to ſwim. Mary Magdalen wept - teares enough 
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 Canfeſtion of ſmnes, and . | 


 \is forry for our offence, andfhall not we mourne. 


for that which makes bim forrowſull ? if wee doe 
| not, Qur confeſſion is nor right, not as it: ſhould be, 
;andin vaine doe wee hope for pardon, for ſach al 
diie and dull confethon. Ir is true, if we confeſſe onr | 
' finwes,, God will forgive them, but nor unlefſewe 
' confeſle, paenitenter & creme dolore, with preife and 
{orrow : and that i the fecond condition of true 
| Confeſſion, it muſt bepenitess & cam dolore, with 
priefe. and forrow for our finnes. tf 
3-Qur Confeſſion muſt be in#egrs &- perſeZa,we 
| muſt not confeſle by halfes acknowledgeing ſome. 
and concealing others, but freely all that we can 
| remember; lee the? ſeith he hath wo ſinne, hath uo 
| #rxth in hire, Gaich S, Ibn: and hee that denyes any. 
in ſinne that hee knowes bee hath commicred, 
| 


hath bur little eruth in him ; and the God of eruth 
will not pardon ſuch. as will not ſpeake the rrath 
|\from their heart, All our finnes therefore muſt be 
confeſſed; omnis wenialia, ownia mortalia, fo ay 
the Caſniſts: all finnes of weakeneſleall ſinnes of 
t reſumprion, all muſt bee confeſſed, if we would 
| om God: to pardon all. Scio Denm inimicum 
ompi crimini : quomodo ergo qui crimen re- 
ſervat, te '«llo recipiet veuianis? God is an evemie 
to every finne, and . will not pardon any if wee 
willingly conceale but one : his pardon is general], | 
hee never forgives one finne but he fargiyes all.anc 
our confeſhon Milt bee anſw - we muſt con- 
fefle not one Bf all, thar aftes diligent ſearch and 
examination wee finde wee have committed. For | 
ſecrerſinnes that have flipr outof our memory and 
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© the power of <A bjalution. 


cannot be recalled, God does foe xequire a particu 

þ | . : | . 
far Confeſſion, bur a generall acknowledgement mn 
grofle is enough : Lerd cleanſe thou mee from my ſe | | 
| cret ſipmes, wipes off all choſe, Bur the Caſuiſts pur Lf 

us a cafe, wharif wee bee doubefull either fick of | 
the fact, whether we have committedir or not, we 
 feare wee have, but cannot certainely bee reſol- 
ved, or ſecondly of the guile, the fa& we confeſle, "i 
but cannor withall our skill determine whether ir | 
beea finne or not:willingly wee would confeſſe if 
wee rhought it weregplinne, but cannot be reſolved 
' of that. Shall we now in humility downe righe. 
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| confeſſe that we havEoitended 7No. Dew now agne-7 
fret mendacem iftars humrmmatem , God likes not | 


that falſe humility. Cum bumilitatis cauſa mentiris, 
[ſi non eras peceator antequam mntireris, mentiendo 
efficeris quod vitaras. This very confeflion againſt 
' our confcience makes us ſinners, if we were none 
before. What then, ſhall wee deny, ir and ſay,wee 


have not finned > Noe, that is full as bad or worlc.. | 

| The Caſniſts vive "7 hk rule; mace the linne is 
doubtfull,confeſſe ir ſo : if wee queſtion the fa&,and | | 
| E 


cannot remember that, yet feare leaſt wee have | 


| commitredir,confefſegr with a / feci,if I have done 
- | tr, Lord pardon thy ſervant 0s Ting: Againe, if | 
ber theft baron rof the guilt, and 
"cannot with all our diligence be reſolved whether | 
| it werea finne or not, coufeſle it then wich a ſpec: YN 
: WC .. 4 : ] 
£493, _if tbe afinne which I have committed, then | | 
: Lord bee merciful towee a ſinner. Thus they teach | | 
| and not withour ground : for in confeſſion wee are | 


' witneſſes againſt our ſelves before the throne of 
| FO 0. juſtice, | 
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{nor willingly concealing any. 


turned from God by ſinning, ſo wee muſt profeſſe 


gainſt thee, thee onely have I ſinned, ſaith the Pſal- 


| is no fruir, but an integrall part of this confeſſion. 


| Confeſsion of frnnes, and 


juſtice ; and therefore muſt doe, what witneſſes are 
bound to ſpeake, the whole trurh, and nothing bur 
the truth, as God ſhall help us. And this is the 
third qualification of our Confeſhon ; it muſt be 2#- 
regra &- perfeFa, wee muſt confeſleall our ſinnes, 


CER 


4.Our Confeſſion muſt be cx#2 propoſito obediend;, 
with a purpoſe of obedience forthe time to come. 
Not every one that confefſeth, but he that confeſſeth 
and forſaketh his finnes ſhall have mercy. As good 
ſay nothing, as ſay.I have ſinggd,unleſſe wee reſolve 
to doe ſo no more. Ni# prodeſt homini conſiteri, {i 
mens ab iniquitate #08 revocetur,tis tono purpoſe to 
confefle our ſinnes, unlefſe we reſolve againſt rhem 
for the future. And as wee confeſſe that wee have | 


our purpoſe of turning to God by obedience, 4- 


miſt; there iFhis confeſſion of his fin : Create 3 mee 
a cleane heart, 6 God, and renew-a right ſpirit within 
mee; that ſpeakes his purpoſe of obedtence. Lacri- 
mavit Ephraim; there is his contrition; Conperte me ' 
Dowine.e& convertar,there is his deſire of coverſion | 
and obedience. Aduall amendment, good workes | 
done; theſe are the worthy fruirs of penitent Con- 
feſſion, no part ofit : but vow obedirnni, a purpoſe 
of amendment, a reſolution of doing good workes 


And therefore wee never finde any man 1n the-way 
of Penance confeſling his finnes, but ever his firſt 
queſtion is, 4#id'faciar © what muſt 1doe ? Saing | 
Paul his firſt words when hee began, qnid oportet 
me | 
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| and make him amends by doing well : As wee have 
| diſhonored him by our finnes, ſo wee muſt -endea- | 
your a reſtitution , and- glorifie him by.our good |. 


content him, whom wee ſorrow that we have diſ- 


ver ſorrowed, never truly confeſſed: for true con-. 


no coſt : thou defireſt'no' ſacrifice, elſe would: I 
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| thepowerof Abſolution. 
we facere? the Gaolers firſt words when hee began 
to repent, what ſhall we doe? ſay all the people to 
Saint Tohz, when they came to the Baptiſme of Re- | 
pentance. The lighr of reaſon promprs ns, thar as 
wee have wronged God, and diſpleaſed himby do- 
ing amiſſe , ſo wee'muſt endeavour to appeaſe him, 
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workes ; and hee confeſſeth not aright that wants 
this reſolution : for true confeſſion is not withour 
hearty contririon, and contritien includes a vow of 


obedience. Saint Part teacheth ſo much. Godly | 
ſorrow;laith hee, operatur timorem,it workesa feare 


of offending him whom wee greive'to have offen- 
ded already; and operatur vehemens deſiderinms, it 
workes an earneſt and hearty deſire to pleaſe and 


pleaſed and injured : Here isa feare of, denyall.and 


a defire of doing well, borh: which-make up per- | 


fect obedience, and both theſe in this godly ſorrow 
which worketh repentance. So then hee' rhar ' 


feares-not-to- Offend, that deſires not to pleaſe, ne- | 


ver forrowed from his heart, and hee thar thusne- 


feſhon implies conrrition , aad ſo by conſequence | 
a purpoſe of evedicnce. Peecavigquid faciam tibieitis , 
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the language of every true penitenr, T have ſinned; 
what T ſhall doe unto thee 0 thou preſerver of men ? | 
if burnr offerings were deſired; hee would (pare for 
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 Confeſconof 


| ſeroert, fer me to raske, I will willingly beare the 
| keate and the burthen of the day to regainechy loſt [ 


| 
| whatſoever God ſhall command that will he heare 
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;, | obedience. 
"| Thus have we ſeencthe nature of confeſſion, and 


will refuſe no harddhip. fac me Wer rendrives, fa Kh 


che prodigall ; Fether, Theve fiuncd, «nd am #0 more | 


worthy to bee called thy ſaune, whe me «5 an hired 


favour,or clſc dic quid facies, DowinefLerGod bur 
ſay what he would have done , and heis refolved, 


ic muſt be cm propoſi# 0 0bturemds, with a purpoſe of 


by that learne how to confefle : ſed ub; confeſſarins? 
where's a Confeſlor all this while ? where isany ro 
take our confeſſions? here is none in the texto con» | 
feſie to, if we had aminde to ir : None indeediex- 


x | preſſely named, burhere is one plainly enough de- | 
« fe©- | (cribed,here is one that can pardon ourſins.that can | 
a] purge us from all our iniquitiesz and to' whom can. 


| 


ſeene 3, and 4 


| and doe; andchis isthe laſt condition of confeſſion, | 


—_ 


we better confefle, rhan to him that hath the power 


| ofabſolucion ? would you know who this He is? 7 


even I, ſairh God, 41 be who blotteth ont all your ipi- 
 qaitics, and that forgiveth your ſlaves: to him, even 


rohim then let us confefle:be ſure, this is neceſſary, 


and no pardon to be hoped for, ualefſe we confeſle 


7-1 to him acleaft, Bur there is another Confeſfor that 


j 


1 cglecied, #7 confiters vult., ut inve- 


niet gratien.guerdt Jucerdotem, ſcientems ſoluere &- 
ligare. ſaith Saint Avga/rzee; He that would be (ſure 
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the power of eA bſolution. 

hath delegaredthe Prieſts his Judges here on earth, 
and given them the powerot ablolution,ſo that they 
can in his name, forgive the finnes of thoſe thar 
humbly confefſe unto them. Bur is not this blaſ- 

phemy, ſaid the Scribes once ? Is it not Popery, 
[ay ſome with ys_now ? Take the counſel! *= 1s 
givenin Iob cap.8.oerſe 8. Enquire of the former ge-.- 
nerations, aithe the Fathers , and they ſhall tell a. *+ 
thee. 

Askethen Saint Chryſoſtorme, and heare what hee |, 
Githia his fifch Homilie, upon theſe words of Eſay, |) 
| 1 ſaw the Lord ſitting upon a Throze : what is com- | be 
parable (faith he) to the power of the Prieſt, to| _ . 
whom Chriſt hath ſaid, who? ſorver gee ſhall bind: on 
earth, ſhall be bonnd in heaven, apd whatſoever yee 
ſhall looſe on earth, ſhall belooſed in heaven. gr Tis\ 
Jie ir app i agons MayiCate & panbeyirues 
XATHS by Ty 1M" Xa, F1T%> 0 d\egorrotys ereTo Tw NSXw3 | 
XY. ATE bY -Y& T5 AGTH XPVELS THUTE 06 XUNIS LYW XKUpOL*| 
Heaven waites and expects" the Prieits ſentence | 
| here on earth':. for the. Pricſt.ſits Indge on earth , 
the Lord followes the ſervant , .and what the ſer- | 
vant binds or looſes here on earth, clave von erravte, 
rha®the Lord confirmes in heaven: wordsſo cleare| 
| for the judiciary formall Abſolution of the Prieſt, | 
| as nothing can be ſaid more plaitie. Pleaſe you dext 
roenquire of St. Jerow, Whoisfaid to be the Patron | Ys 
jof that epinion, thar holdsthe Prieſts power barely. 
| &clarative, and ſo indeed7none at all: yer he {peaks 
| home, in his Epiſtle ad Heliodornm de vita ſolitaria: 
God forbid, faich he, thar I ſhould ſpeake a word| 
| amiſſe agaioft the Prieſts, 220 ſacrs ore corpus Chris| 
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| uf (2 judicii judicant , that is by remirting or retain- 


ing Gnnes. He that can conſtrue judicart,andunder-| 
Wand what it ſtgnifies, needs no comment upon 
ID .he words. Heare next what Saint Gregorie the great 
a /aies in his 26 Howil. upon the Goſpells, Apoſtol; | 
1 | principatum ſupremi juaicii ſortiuntur, ut vice Dei 
quibuſlam peccata retineant, quibuſdam relaxent; the | 
Apoſtles and in them all Prieſts were made Gods 
Vicegerents here on carth, in his name to retaine 
and forgive ſinnes, not declaratively onely, bur ju- 
dicially: animarum judices fiunt as he goes on,they 
are made the Iudpes of the foules of men, caſting 
the obftinare downe to the gares of Hell, by the 
 fearefull power of excommunication , and: lifting 
the penitent into: Heaven by the blefſed power of 
in Pſal.;8. blolution.And be.is no betterthan a Navet/an that 
denies it, faith Saiat Ambroſe. I could name more 
| Fathers, as Saint Awgrſtine, Saint Cyprian andothers, 
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ring ſinnes by preaching as ſome-expound ir, nor by | | 
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| baprizing, as others gueſſe. For borh thee, preach 

arid baprize, they could doe long before : bur this 
power of remitring they receiy'dnottillnow, (that 
is after his reſurrection:Nthar they could preach and 


ing, by that ſignifying that then he infas'd that pow: | 


er into them which he badethem receive; and Te- 


ir before. Sothen ir isnot the power of preaching; | 
4 or baprizing which is here given the Apoſtles, bur 
as the Farhers interpret the place, apeculiar power | 


—| condly by the word reze7ve, which he could nor | | 
- | properly have uſed fthey had beene endued with 


of pronouncing , as Gods depured Indges, Pardon 
and remiſſionto the penitent,:a power of Siolvin: 


from ſinnes, in the name of God all fuch as peni- | 
rently confeſſe unto them: a forme of which Abſo- | 

lation our holy Mother the Church, hath preſcri- 
bed in the viſitation of the ſick. He then thar sflents 
ro the Church of Eagland,'or beleeves the Scrip- | 
rures, Or gives credit to the ancient Fathers, cannot |. 
deny the Prieſt the power of remitting ſfinnes: and 


| ſince he can in thename of Cod? 


od forgive us our ſins, 


good reaſon we ſhould make our confeffion ro him. 
Surely God never gave the Prieſt this power in | 
| vaine, he gave it for our benefit, and expedts that 
| we ſhould doe the beſt we can to make uſe of it, ha- 
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| /ving ordained in the Prieſt the power of abſolurion, 
| | he requires that we ſhould uſe the beſt meanes we | 
canto obtaine that bleſſings now the onely meanes 
to obraine this abſolution 13 our confeſſion to him. 
The Przeſt may nor, nor cannotabſolve any bur the 
penitent, nor can he know their penitence, bur hy 
rheir outward exprethon, it is Gods prerogative to | 
Fr kaow the thoughts of the heart, the Prieſts eye can- 
| _ ho Nd ; 4 | Nor pierce ſofarre, he onely reades theſorrowes of | 
i 2 \.... 1 Our hearts by our ourward confeſhon, withour the 

'] + .., \:, which we cannot receive, nor he give the benefit | 
++ ..Y;| of abſolution. Peritentian igitur agite qualis agitur 
| z# Eccleſez, Confefle as the Church dire&s us, con- 
{eſſe to God, confeſſeralſo ro the Prieſt, if nor in 
rrivate, in the care, ſince thar is out of nſe, male aho- 
_ | Jetar, ſaith adevour Biſhop, tis almoſt quire loſt, 
| rhe more the pity; yer how ever, Eonfelle as the |. 
Church appoints publickly before the Congregas- } 
tion, that ſo we may at leaſt by this reap the grear 
benefit of abſolution : 'and if wee light this, heare 
whar Saint Auguſtine faies, Tom. co. Hom .4q9. Nemo 
ſibz dicat, Occulte ago, quia apud Deum ago, ec. Let; 
no man flatter himſelfe, and ſay, I confeſſe in pri- 

| vare to Ged, and God rhat kaowes my heart will 
| pardon me, though I never at all confefle ro* the 
Prieſt, Ergo ſine canſa didumeſſet, One ſolveritis it 
?erra, &c. Hath God in vaine ſaid, whoſe ſimnes. jee 
remit, they are remitted? hath God in viine given 
| - | che Prieſtthe power of the Keyes? Fruſtramns ergo 
| 2erbuzs Dei £ ſhall wee by our wilfull negle& goe| 
abour to make void the promiſe of Chriſt > God | 
| forbid! If we have offenczed tais way already, pre-'| . 
po _ Vento mus | 
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| 2eniarms judicium Dei per confeſſnonem, the onely 
way to prevent the terrible judgement of the laſt 
| day. is timely to confeſſe our {inne to God, and to 
| the Prieſf: forif we confeſle in humilicy our finnes 
with griefe and ſorrow for them if wee confeſle | 
chem faichfully, nor concealing any, and with a pur- | 
poſe of amending our lives; be our ſinnes what can 
be, they<cannot be ſo grear, ſo grievous, bur God | 
will forgivethem. Saint Ambroſe doubtsnort but 1#- 
das (inne as great as It Wes» might have beene for- | 
given if he had confefledto his Sayjour, as he did to |< 
the Iewes, Thave ſinned in betraying innocent bloud. | 
Say not then with Cain, my finne 3s greater than cas 
be forgivenz for if thou canft confeſle ir aright, ne- 
ver feare forgiveneſſe,unleſſethou conceiveſt (which 
1s impoſlible) thar it is greater, than either the truth, 
or juſtice of God; for if wee coxfeſſe our ſinnes, bee | 
is faithful , and juſt to forgive us our ſinnes , (aith | 
| the text. Nor ſay, I have ſinned too often to be for- 
given, Numer# 208 vincit gratiam, the number of 
our finnes cannot exceed his metcy; if we ſinned a | 
thouſand times , confeffe as oft , and hee that hath | 
{ commanded us to forgive our brother, as oft as hee | 
ſhall repent,will certainly forgive us. The text is nor | 
| if we confeſſe once or twice he will forgive us,but in- | 
definite,#fwe confeſſe our ſins, how great ſoever,how | 
often ſoever committed, be zs faithful and juſt,-to | 
forgive #s onr fennes, if we with the prodigall cons | 
felle, Father I have ſinned againſt heaven and before | 
| thee,and am n0 more worthy to be called thy ſanne, the | 
| Father of mercies will behold us wich the eye of! 
picty, will melt us with his grace, embrace us with | 
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che armesof mercy, will owne asforhis onnes,and 
\cloath us with the robes of eonſneſſe , and laſt- 


ly will ſay the fatted Calfe that we may eat and | 
be merry : our bleſſed Saviour who was ſlaine from 
che beginning of the world, ſhall be ſlaine 28 it were | 
a freſh in the Sacrament , that we cating his fleſh, 
and «drinking his pretious blood, may be made 
merry with the taſte of rhoſe joyes here, 
with which we ſhall be fully ſa- 

_ risfied horeaer: Amen. 
SR = WD 
Father, God the Sonne, God the Holy 

Ghoſt, be all honour, and glory , 
praiſe and thankſgiving both 
now and evermore, 
AMEN. 
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